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in the divine decree, before the foundation of the world (Rev.
xiii. 8.), and manifested in due time to take away the sins of the
world. Thus alone can the Father shew mercy without any
impeachment of his justice, and his holiness shines the brighter,
because those whom he justifies he sanctifies. Thus, as pre-
dicted in the psalm, Ctf mercy and truth are met together, righte-
ousness and peace have kissed each other" It is perhaps one of
the strongest symptoms of the corruption of our nature that
genuine Christianity is so distasteful, that it is with the utmost
difficulty that sinners can be convinced of the sovereign efficacy
of this divine remedy, which so far exceeds their expectations,
and, I fear I may add, their desire. For man, proud and un-
grateful, is desirous of performing a part at least in his own
salvation. Not to speak of the gross errors of Romanists, who
trust, in some degree at least to their own mortifications of the
flesh in this life, and look forward to the completion of the
work from their sufferings in purgatory, too many Protestants
plead their sincerity, and talk of a mitigated law, and express
a hope that their imperfect services will be accepted for the
sake of Christ, whose merit will make up for their deficiency.
But of these ingenious devices of theologians Scripture knows
nothing. Our own best works are imperfect, even if not
mixed with sin in themselves or in their motives, and can never
bear the scrutiny of the omniscient judge. Before His tribunal
perfect righteousness alone can appear, and, thanks be to God,
the redeemed will be presented faultless, because clothed in
the unspotted robe of the Redeemer. The honour of the law
and of the lawgiver is thus secured ; and though, from St.
Paul's days to ours, the natural man has ever charged the
doctrines of grace with Antinomianism, it will be found on
inquiry that they alone produce and ensure, as necessary con-
sequences, sanctification. These doctrines, which had been
developed by Augustine, were never altogether lost in the west;
but in the eastern churches there had been no revival of
the truth, and Mohammed had no conception of it, for the
epistles were to him a sealed book, and he would never hear
it from Khadijah's aged cousin Waraka, or any of the monks